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of pilgrimage. Strangely, Mallappa Shinde, for long, had
not been endowed with that blessing.

Be that so, the crux of the problem in this episode is
Mallappa Shinde's ailment - the intense stomach pain he
would often suffer from. At times it would be unbearable
to the point of his squirming in agony. Even the best
available medical treatment could not cure the malady
and those around him would often rue that such a kind
hearted person be suffering so much.

Mallappa Shinde had no vices and his eating habits
were also normal. He led a virtuous life and yet why he
should be subjected to the kind of torment that he was
undergoing, was the concern expressed by everyone.

The Lord tells in Gita, Partha! Many many births both
you and I have passed. I can remember all of them, but
you cannot. While rewarding, I take into account the
deeds of the earlier birth also, in every individual case.'

This concept may be explained by means of an
example in our present day life.

If a person who has deposited funds in a bank dies,
his son is entitled to get the amount and spend it in any
manner he chooses. But the bank need not examine
whether the money is spent properly or not. In other
words, so long as the money and the interest accrued
thereon remain with the bank, it is bound to pay the sum
to the legal heir, to the last pie.

In the same way, we would have deposited with the
Divine bank the totality of our good and bad deeds. And
God will reward us with accrued interest for the virtues